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SECRET KUWAIT 4493 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR EG KU 

SUB J : KUWAITI SUPPORT OF EGYPT 

REF: KUWAIT 4028 

1. 1 HAD OPPORTUNITY TO CATCH MIN OF FINANCE ATEEQI FOR FEW MINUTES 
IN ANTEROOM OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BUILDING OCT 31.1 TOLD HIM THAT, 
AS HE KNEW, USG WAS PURSUING IN DEADLY EARNEST ITS EFFORTS TO 
MOVE MID-EAST PROBLEM ALONG. MY UNDERSTANDING, I SAID, OF REAL 
GOK POSITION WAS THAT IT FAVORED SECRETARY KISSINGER'S EFFORTS 
SO FAR AND THAT IT SHARED OUR CONVICTION EGYPT MUST CONTINUE TO 
BE STRONGLY SUPPORTED. I SAID I COULD NOT BELIEVE GOK WOULD 
CONTEMPLATE CUTTING OFF KHARTOUM AND RABAT PAYMENTS TO EGYPT 
MOST PARTICULARLY AT THIS EXCRUCIATING MOMENT, BUT I WANTED TO 
CHECK MY ASSESSMENT, ESPECIALLY AFTER PARLIAMENTARIAN MASAEED'S 
PUBLIC STATEMENT OF INTENTION TO INTRODUCE INTO NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY BILL CANCELLING PAYMENTS TO EGYPT. 

2. ATEEQI REPLIED I COULD TAKE IT AS FACT THAT GOK, WITH PM IABIR 
AL-AHMAD IN FOREFRONT, ABSOLUTELY OPPOSED TO ANY CANCELLATION OF 
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KHARTOUM AND RABAT PAYMENTS TO EGYPT. AS PRACTICAL MATTER, HE 
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OBSERVED, PRESENT BUDGET WHICH INCLUDES THESE PAYMENTS CANNOT BY 
LAW BE CHANGED. GOVERNMENT, SAID ATEEQI, WILL SOON INTRODUCE BILL 
TO EXTEND CURRENT BUDGET YEAR FROM APRIL TO JUNE, 1976. IMPORTANT 
PART OF PURPOSE BEHIND BILL IS TO PROLONG PERIOD DURING WHICH PAY- 
MENTS TO EGYPT MUST BE PAID. WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER JUNE, 1976 
IS ANOTHER QUESTION HE SAID. "HOWEVER. YOU MAY BE SURE WE (GOK) 

WILL DO EVERYTHING IN OUR POWER TO DEFEAT ANY CANCELLATION BILL 
THAT COMES BEFORE THE ASSEMBLY AFTER THAT TIME." 

3. 1 ASKED ATEEQI IF HE AGREED WITH ME THAT, DESPITE INTENSE HEAT 
HE PUTTING ON SADAT AT PRESENT TIME, ASSAD WOULD ALSO NOT REALLY 
WANT TO SEE EGYPT SERIOUSLY WEAKENED OR PERMANENTLY ISOLATED IN 
ARAB WORLD. ATEEQI REPLIED HE SHARED THIS VIEW "AND IN ANY CASE 
SYRIA WILL NOT BE TELLING US WHAT TO DO ABOUT EGYPT. THAT COUNTRY 
IS TOO IMPORTANT TO US", HE SAID. HE ADDED RECENT IRAQI NODDING IN 
DIRECTION OF SYRIA AND EGYPT ALSO HAD INTERESTING POTENTIAL OF 
SOFTENING SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN EFFORTS TO ISOLATE EGYPT. 

4. ATEEQI SAID HE HOPED FOR TWO STEPS BY USG: (A) CONTINUING 
EFFORTS WITH ALL SPEED TO BRING MOVEMENT TOWARD PEACE, THE KEYS 
TO WHICH WERE ADDRESSING SQUARELY THE PROBLEM OF THE PALESTINIANS, 
AND RESISTING EXCESSIVE ISRAELI ARMS REQUESTS AND (B) PUTTING 
GREATER PRESSURE ON EGYPTIANS TO IMPLEMENT THEIR "SO-CALLED OPEN 
DOOR" POLICY FOR FOREIGN INVESTMENTS. "WE ARE TRYING OUR BEST TO 
PUT OUR MONEY INTO EGYPT BUT THE DEADWOOD, THE ROTTEN ADMINIS- 
TRATORS - THEY STOP US. SOMETHING WILL HAVE TO BE DONE ABOUT 
THEM", HE SAID. 
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